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“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in
a field…”
(Jesus, from Matthew 13:44)
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This ‘N That...
Focus on Our Church Family
Barbara Wais
Barbara grew up in Western New York. If you ate Beech Nut
baby applesauce, the apples came from her Dad’s parent’s farms.
Barb’s mom and dad were of Scottish heritage and she was the first
of four children. She earned a quarter a day, helping her parents
clean their Presbyterian Church after school. She has been a speech
therapist since 1976, and her first job was at a VA
hospital in Buffalo, NY. She currently works for the Bangor Schools.
She has traveled to Britain, Europe and the Pacific regions, and she
was able to visit her daughter who is an engineer, several times
when she lived in China. Barbara loves bird watching and keeps
her eyes on the turkeys that live behind her garage and the pair of
eagles and their 3 babies nesting in her yard. She is a fan of
UMaine football and hockey and admits fans to the games each season. She is happy to be able to once again worship in person and enjoys John Haskell’s music and all the friendly folks at FUMC. Barbara serves as our Communion steward preparing communion for
us each month. We love having you in our midst Barbara and wish
God’s blessings upon you!
Jeff &Jill Churchill
Jeff and Jill have been members of our church for over
twenty years and were co-lay leaders for ten of those years and both
were certified lay speakers for many years. If you’ve taken a flight
out of Bangor in the last thirty-two years, Jeff as an air traffic
controller was most likely directing your flight. Jill spent forty
years in education with the last twenty-eight as a K-8 guidance
counselor in Hermon. Both retired in 2014 and are now snowbirds,
living in DeLand, Florida from October through May. Jeff enjoys
playing the trumpet and plays in the Bangor Band and in Deland
plays in the Volusia Community Symphony and in the praise band
at Trinity UMC. Jill enjoys spending time with her grandson
Jonathan here in Maine. She is a volunteer guardian ad litem in
Florida. Thank you Jeff and Jill for all you have done and continue
to do in the Methodist Church and in the community. You are shining examples of lives well lived for Christ. God Bless!

BLAST Bible Learning Adventure Station Time) Weekly on our church website at
www.fumcbangor.org
Zoom Sunday School session
second Sunday every month
from 6-6:30.pm

BEAN SUPPER
Saturday, September 25th
4-6 pm

Drive up to the front door and pick
up delicious beans and all the
fixin’s!

MARANATHA BAND
CONCERT
Thursday, September 9th
at 7 pm.
-

-

-9567.
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COMMUNITY MEAL
The Community Meal Take Out
Thursdays from 4-6
Drive up and pick up a delicious and nutritious meal!

GRATITUDE ATTITUDE….Oh NO!!!!! Is Winter Just Around the Corner?
Fall is coming and yet some of you anxiously await what is just around the corner from that….winter with
its cold, snowy, blustery days and the opportunities it brings you. Sledding, skiing, snowmobiling, building snow
people...you welcome nights when you can curl up in front of a roaring fire with a cup of steaming hot chocolate,
while wrapped in your warmest winter robe and your thick wooly socks all ready to read the latest best seller.
Others of you hate the thought of darkness at 4 pm, howling winds, icy pellets of snow hitting your windows. The
shoveling of steps, sidewalks and decks constantly awaiting your attention. Bundled tightly in layers of fluffy
down, hats pulled over your ears, lined gloves and tall boots in place, you will make your way out into the cold,
dark night shovel in hand and face the freezing temperatures and mounds of snow.
Let’s put our winter thoughts aside for now and first think of September! To me it is the beginning of one
of the most beautiful seasons in our state. Toward month’s end the leaves will begin their colorful show….the
reds, yellows, oranges and pale greens gracing our landscape. The air will cool slightly, but there will be warm
days as well, reminiscent of early summer. Creatures great and small begin their preparations for winter and it’s
helmet time at my house when walking under my oak tree! The squirrels that bombard me with acorns, will bury
them in various places in my well manicured gardens, the little holes, covered yet evident.
For over forty two years, fall for me brought another pleasant adventure...gearing up for a new school
year. I did so love preparation for a new school year and greeting the bright, shining faces who were eager to
meet their new teachers and reconnect with their friends. The playground was noisier and busier those first
weeks….I did so love the squeals of laughter and delighted faces as children raced to the playground, free for a
few minutes from the confines of the classroom and looking forward to playing with their friends. When the yellow
buses make their way down the street in September I always get a little melancholy and wish I too was going back
to school! But I am in a new season in my own life but am blessed with wonderful memories of those school days!
We all go through seasons in our lives. In the spring of our lives we spend our days as a young child,
growing, exploring and learning. Everything is a new adventure and learning new things is pure wonderment.
Then come the summers of our lives... those high school and college days, the days of marriage and perhaps a family. These are the life establishing times when we are busy making a life for ourselves and our young
families. As the autumn of our lives comes along we are beginning to enjoy the fruits of our labors. Finding more
time for leisure and relaxation, enjoying our expanding families, dabbing tears at the weddings of our children,
welcoming grandchildren, and attending their athletic and artistic events. Of course, winter is always just
around the corner, and the years oft termed “golden years” seem a misnomer. Some are able to enjoy the later
years of their lives in comfort and peace. Others suffer medical set backs, financial worries, or lose someone dear
all of which belie a peaceful, comfortable retirement. Their later years bring disappointment and loneliness.
The Lord gives strength to his people, the Lord blesses his people with peace… so says
Psalm 29-11. What reassurance this scripture provides. There are no surprises to God. He knows his plan for
you and he will be with you in whatever season or circumstance you find yourself. He will uphold you, guide you
and love you through all your days. Good and bad days come to us all throughout our seasons. Our assurance is
that we are never alone….God is always near and we but have to ask him to strengthen us and then be grateful
for all he has and will provide.
What’s your favorite season? Spring, summer, winter, fall? Each is different and unique and each has
something everyone enjoys! What about the seasons of your life each also unique and different. Think about the
seasons you have moved through so far. Think about the wonderful things that have happened in each season
and thank God for his blessings. Remember also the bad times in those seasons and recall how despite the
difficulties you made it through because God was there with you blessing you and giving you strength! God is
prepared to walk with you through any season. He was there to hear your first cry, he’ll be there when you are
old and with you for eternity!
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens
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Putts and Parables

A memorial service for Karen Cronan will be
held on Friday, September 10th at 3pm here at
First United Methodist Church 703 Essex Steet.
Refreshments and fellowship will be available
after the service.

Putts & Parables
Kids & Youth
Join us for Miniature Gold and Ice Cream at
Fielder’s Choice along with a lesson from
the Parables

Grow Your Faith at FUMC...
-Tuesday Bible Study meets at the
church at 1:00

Upcoming dates announced on our Facebook
page

-Thursday Book/Bible Study group
meets at 7pm via Zoom

For more information call 945-9567.

-8:30 Sunday Spirituals (discussion
group)

Pasta & sauce

-Online devotionals Monday,
Wednesdays and Fridays via email

Soup

-Sunday school online group BLAST

Canned meats
Cereal
Toilet Paper

-In person and online Sunday
morning worship at 10:30

Rice & rice mixes

We are a busy church and we
welcome your participation!

-

For information about any of our
programs contact the office at
945-9567
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NEWS FROM...

And MEMORY JOGGERS
For years I have driven by the First United Methodist Church which is just up
the street from our home on Essex Street. Our boys attended scout meetings here
and I can’t wait to attend the best yard sale every year! As I drove by I would often
wonder about the signs in front of the church that said Memory Joggers and My
Friend’s Place. Fast forward 25 years and I find myself so fortunate to now be the
new Director of My Friend’s Place and Memory Joggers at the very church I have
driven by for years. How grateful I am!
I am amazed at the wonderful social programs for people with dementia
provided here Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. The volunteers and staff are
caring, knowledgeable and inspirational. What a blessing to have My Friend’s Place
and Memory Joggers in our community! What a blessing to be the new Director!
We are hosting a new volunteer training program for My Friend’s Place in early
September. New volunteers for our program are much needed. Our volunteers are
the backbone to our success. Please reach out to me at 945-0122 if you are
interested in having more information about our program or about volunteer training.
Thanks so much!
JoAnn Gallant
Director My Friend’s Place/Memory Joggers
Lookin’ Good!

Be sure to take a walk down our
main hallway, in the Family Room
and the church office and see the
bright fresh paint and beautiful
new carpet. The hall carpet was a
bit late being installed but now is
in and looks great!
It’s so colorful and clean!
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Prayer Requests and Joys at FUMC
JOYS
We are grateful for...

Pastor Steve’s dad Kent
Judy’s family
Sue C.
Sandra G.
Skip T.

Prayer Requests

Jan C.

·

God given courage, strength to face
whatever life sends our way

·

Health

·

Family & friends

·

God’s unconditional love

·

Birthdays

·

For all those who help, even when not
being asked

Laurie S.

Katrina

Glenda Mc

David H.

Suzanne W.

Darlene S.

·

All that we have

Mike St.O

Charlotte W.

·

The support of our congregation

Brenna T.

Kathie M’s niece,
daughter and family
who have Covid /Delta
strain

·

Our pets who give unconditional love

·

Saints, past and present who demonstrate God’s love to others

Pastor Steve and all
who are serving

·

Food, clothing and a warm home the
necessities of life!

Richard H.
Page C.
Sandra B.
Wayne G. Sr.
Peg & David S.
Family of Philip F.

Marion G.

The homeless & hungry
All those who have lost
loved ones due to the
pandemic
Unity, cooperation,
safety and healing in
our country

Miriam G
Jessie S.
Marilyn W.

Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the creator of the
ends of the earth. He doesn’t grow tired or weary. His understanding is beyond human
reach, giving power to the tired and reviving the exhausted. Youths will become tired and
weary, young men will certainly stumble; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength; they will fly up on wings like eagles; they will run and not be tired; they will walk
and not be weary.
Isaiah 40: 28-30 (Common English Bible)
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If you don’t find your name on the birthday calendar it is because the
office doesn’t have the information. If you would like to be included on
the Birthday Calendar just let the office know the month and day. (We
don’t need the year unless you want to share it! )

PAGE 8

We have kept the Nov. 6th date if we are able to have an in person Fair. The
decision will be made in early September in accordance with CDC and New
England Conference recommendations.
Items will be listed on Market Place and Sell and Swap in October thanks to
Amy Nye and all proceeds will go to the Fair. Deadline to submit photos and
descriptions to Amy is Oct. 22nd. She will start posting items the weekend of
Oct.23, 24th. The items will be online until Nov. 4th and will need to be picked
up either Friday, October 29th or Friday, November 5th.
To date we have furniture, quilts, a vase, and a Cardinal hand carved by Jeff
Fister. We are planning to make and sell 5-10 large baskets starting at $20, (a
few of which could contain jams, jellies, or pickles according to a theme such as
tea time). If you would like to contribute items for the large baskets, please
contact Skippy Valentine at Wreltney@AOL.com or Pat Woodbury at
PAWKL@hotmail.com
If you have items such as hand knitted sweaters, jewelry, or crafts that could be
priced and sold at $15-20 and need help taking photos to send to Amy Nye,
please contact Rebecca Croce at rebeccacroce@gmail.com. Please include contents, a description and a suggested price with all items.
If you have questions about the Fair, contact Roz Fisher at
osurosalyn1960@gmail.com
We will keep everyone posted on Fair plans. Stay safe!
Roz
Newsletter Deadline
Deadline for information
for the October newsletter
is September 20.

We thank you God for the
abundant harvests in our lives!

Information may be submitted in written form, via email
or by phone.

Worship Schedule

Pathways to God 8:30
via Zoom
Traditional Worship Service:
10:30
On-line and in person
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