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In the midst of summer, we still immerse ourselves in ministry.
Are you task oriented? Only satisified when everything is complete
and obviously successful? I must say I am built this way. I like to
get things completed, which is not always helpful when involved in
ministry. In fact, trying to be in control doesn’t allow God to be in
control. Which is why I really appreciate these words from one of
my faith heroes, Bishop Oscor Romero. May they bless you as they
have blessed me.
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"A Step Along the Way"
It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view.
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is even beyond our
vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is God's work. Nothing we do is complete,
which is a way of saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection.
No pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No program accomplishes the Church's mission.
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.
This is what we are about.
We plant the seeds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future
promise.
We lay foundations that will need further developments.
We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities.
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. This enables us to do something, and to do it well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way,
an opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter and do the rest.
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between the master builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs.
We are prophets of a future that is not our own.
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This ‘N That...

All children and youth ages K-8
are welcome to join
Sunday school each Sunday!
The first Sunday of the month,
children will remain in the
sanctuary with their families
for communion

-

Sunday School is on
summer break and will
begin again in September.

-

BEAN SUPPER
July 30, 2022 4-6 pm
-

And our….
The Community Meal
continues to serve drive
up meals each Thursday
from 4-6.

-
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COMMUNITY MEAL
The Community Meal Take Out
Thursdays from 4-6
Drive up and pick up a delicious and nutritious meal!

GRATITUDE ATTITUDE…Summer is Here and So Are the Pests!
Black flies, mosquitoes, and brown-tail caterpillars are making their appearance as summer gets
into full swing! It is wonderful to have lots of hours of daylight, warm temperatures and growing
gardens. It is not always so wonderful to welcome the “pests” of summer like the aforementioned
critters especially for those of us upon whom they love to feast!
Welcoming the spring and summer seasons is always a time of joy as the cold, snowy days of
winter are past and opportunities for new possibilities lie ahead! As we mow our lawns, spruce up our
decks, work in our gardens, and enjoy being outdoors we are thankful that we live in such a beautiful
place! We often have more time away from our usual work schedules and may work shorter hours. If
we are fortunate enough to own a camp, we try to get there to enjoy it as much as possible. Many of us
take day trips to interesting Maine places and some of us spend some time at the beach with our
families. We enjoy hikes or bike trips and if you are like me you enjoy just being outside in the fresh air
doing nothing!
In every season of our lives we experience joys and we also deal with pests. These “life pests”
can be illness, financial troubles, or death of a family member or close friend. Sometimes our work
schedules change or we realize that our jobs will be eliminated. Every day we are faced with these pests
that can often cause our lives to be turned upside down. It’s the handling of these pests that is
important.
If we look carefully there are possibilities that life’s pests afford us. Sometimes they can bring
opportunities to move in new directions and allow us to meet new people. Job relocations or eliminations are always difficult, but sometimes working in a new location, with new colleagues can be a time
of growth and new learning opportunities that often work out well. Medical advances can serve to make
dealing with illness easier and can lead to quicker or more comfortable recoveries. Working with financial planners, tightening our belts, or contacting creditors for payment arrangements can often slow
our financial troubles. Although the death of a family member or close friend can be devastating,
God is always with us to provide comfort and those around us can provide support and reassurance. So
even though “life pests” can be annoying and troubling we are not alone!
God wants the sunshine of life to warm our face. He wants us to be comforted and feel peace.
He is always with us and we can always count on him to listen and to help us find new directions. He’s
our number one “pest control” agent! When ‘life pests’ knock at your door grab God’s bug spray and
spray on courage, determination, and steadiness. Do research, ask for the support and assistance of
others, and most of all pray. Call upon God to help shoo away the pests and bring you to a new season
of peace and contentment.
There’s an old spiritual that comes to mind when I think about the pests of life…When the
storms of life are raging, stand by me….When the storms of life are raging, stand by me….When the
world is tossing me, like a ship upon the sea, though who rulest wind and water….Stand by me!
Enjoy the summer season and remember that although the pests will come, God is there with his
finger on the nozzle!
And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 1 Peter 5:10
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NEWS FROM...

And MEMORY JOGGERS

Hello From My Friend’s Place!
My Friend’s Place looks forward to a fun-filled summer with all kinds of
interesting programs planned. We are proud of our program and delighted that
we can provide caregivers of people with memory issues a time of respite.
Volunteers are so very important to our program and are always welcome at My
Friend’s Place. If you might be interested in volunteering give me a call at
945-0122 for more information. I would be pleased to talk with you about the
program and you are welcome to spend some time with us to see how things work.
Thank you so much!
JoAnn Gallant, Skippy Valentine, Barbara Fister
My Friend’s Place / Memory Joggers

Crafts & Fellowship...This fun group meets
on Tuesday mornings from 9:30-noon. Bring
a craft or project on which you are working
and join us for fellowship and refreshments.
Come when you can and stay as long as you
can!
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Prayer Requests and Joys at FUMC
·

The sunshine and beauty of summer

·

God given courage, strength to face
whatever life sends our way

·

Health and recovery from illness

·

Family & friends

·

God’s unconditional love

·

For all those who help, even when not
being asked

·

Our pastors and musicians

·

Our Sunday school teachers & assistants alto our Director of Christian Ed

Donna & Beckett

·

The support of our congregation

Mark W.

·

Our pets who give unconditional love

Margaret E.

·

Saints, past and present who
demonstrated God’s love to others

·

Food, clothing and a warm home the

Family of Lesley S.
David & Wayne
Nicole
Ralph C.
Don & Margaret

Prayer Requests

Kathie M.
Judy’s mother
Rolfe F.
Skip T.
Suzanne W.
Brenna T.
Richard H.
Page C.

Sandra B.
Wayne G. Sr.
David S.
Marion G.
Jessie S.

We are grateful for...

Linda T.
Delores
Darlene
Charlotte W.

Becky B.
Patrick W.
Susan L.
Kelly S.
Dottie and Bev
The homeless & hungry
All those who have lost
loved ones due to the
pandemic

David H.
Bliss T.
Donald D.

Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the creator of the
ends of the earth. He doesn’t grow tired or weary. His understanding is beyond human
reach, giving power to the tired and reviving the exhausted. Youths will become tired and
weary, young men will certainly stumble; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength; they will fly up on wings like eagles; they will run and not be tired; they will walk
and not be weary.
Isaiah 40: 28-30 (Common English Bible)
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If you don’t find your name on the birthday calendar it is because the office doesn’t
have the information. If you would like to be included on the Birthday Calendar just
let the office know the month and day. (We don’t need the year unless you want to
share it! )
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Grow Your Faith at FUMC:
-Tuesday Bible Study meets at the
church at 1:00

TUESDAYS AT 1:00 in the
Family Room

-Thursday Book/Bible Study group
meets at 7pm via Zoom
-8:30 Sunday Spirituals (discussion
group)
-Online devotionals Monday,
Wednesdays and Fridays via email
-Sunday school online group
BLAST
-In person and online Sunday
morning worship at 10:30 with
Sunday school

THURSDAYS AT 7 pm via Zoom

We are a busy church and we
welcome your participation!
For information about any of our
programs contact the office at
945-9567

Come ’check out’ our selections and find
a book or two for some summer
reading!

Newsletter Deadline
Deadline for information
for the August
newsletter is due
July 18.
Have a safe & Happy
Summer!

Information may be
submitted in written form,
via email or by phone.

Worship Schedule

Pathways to God 8:30
via Zoom
Traditional Worship Service:
10:30
On-line and in person
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