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This ‘N That...

Focus on Our Church Family
Ty Poulin
Ty Poulin is the newest member here at First United
Methodist Church, and is enjoying getting to know everyone and is
looking forward to getting involved in the life of the church. Ty was
a Sears employee for many years and is now retired. He lost his
wife Candron (Candy) to Alzheimer’s disease this past April and
misses her immensely. Ty enjoys history and antique cars and also
keeps busy with chores around his home in Hermon. Ty we welcome
you to our church and are very excited to have you here.! We know
you will find lots of ways to get involved in the life of our church.
God Bless!

David & Baerbel Pelkey
David & Baerbel Pelkey have been attending our church for
many years now, traveling from Bucksport to attend weekly
services. Always ready to help, Baerbel has worked on our All
Church Fair and David often assists or sometimes even prepares the
bean suppers. He also helps with yard sale deliveries and pick ups.
Always smiling, they have a friendly greeting for everyone. We are
so blessed to have this lovely couple in our church and we thank
them for all they do. God Bless you both!

THE NEXT BEAN SUPPER
March 26, 2022 4-6 pm

The Community Meal continues to serve
drive up meals each Thursday from 4-6.

-

Church School All children
and youth ages K-8 are
welcome to join us each
Sunday! The first Sunday of
the month, children will remain in the sanctuary with
their families for communion.
BLAST Bible Learning Adventure Station Time) can be
found on our church website
at www.fumcbangor.org
We hope you will join us and
have a BLAST
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COMMUNITY MEAL
The Community Meal Take Out
Thursdays from 4-6
Drive up and pick up a delicious and nutritious meal!

GRATITUDE ATTITUDE….Holly, Jolly Grinch
For many years my family and I watched the How the Grinch Stole Christmas by
Dr. Seuss. The Grinch, an ugly green creature, sat atop a mountain scheming about
stealing Christmas from the children in the town of “Whoville.” He almost succeeded
but for the wisdom of a very small child and the joining of hands and cheerful singing
of the townspeople. Hearing the music they were singing he realized that despite his scheme he
hadn’t ruined Christmas at all and he began to understand the true meaning of the season. The
townspeople also demonstrated the love of Christmas when they showed the Grinch forgiveness and
invited him to carve the “Roast-beast”!
Christmas now officially begins just after Halloween! It seems to come earlier each year!
The ads, the Christmas movies, the encouragement to get gift orders in early….or to mail cards by
a certain date to assure delivery. Shiny, sparkly decorations hang from store rafters and red and
green ornaments hang in shop windows. Colorful lights flash and Christmas music can be heard
above the din of shoppers. People rush, and push and stay up until the morning’s early hours,
standing out in freezing temperatures to get the best “deals”.
What has happened to Christ in Christmas? Has all the hustle, bustle and holly, jolly
become but a Grinch lurking about to try to take Christmas away? Perhaps our answer can be
found in Luke 2: 5-7 where it tells us that Joseph went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. Ah, there it is! That’s what all this is really
about. The love that came down to us at Christmas. Perhaps if we slow down a bit and contemplate, we will recall the true meaning of Christmas!
Consider these prerequisites as you contemplate:
1. Slow down, then sit down, find your heavenly peace!
2. Recall the Christmas story in scripture. Read the story in Luke.
3. Get your Christmas spirit going by giving of yourself to others.
4. Be jolly and spread the spirit of love.
“It came without ribbons, it came without tags, It came without packages, boxes or
bags. Maybe Christmas he thought doesn’t come from a store. Maybe Christmas perhaps
means a little bit more.” So said the Grinch as he discovered the love that is Christmas. “Jesus
is the reason for the season” as the adage goes. Celebrate! Rejoice! Give thanks! Because he
lived and died you will have eternal life! What better gift can we ever receive than that??????
And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory
to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” Luke 2:
13-14
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YARD SALE DONATIONS
-

Grow Your Faith at FUMC...
-Tuesday Bible Study meets at the
church at 1:00

PACKETS FOR THE HOMELESS….
We are still accepting gently used winter coats and boots.
They can be dropped off in the narthex any time.

-Thursday Book/Bible Study group
meets at 7pm via Zoom
-8:30 Sunday Spirituals (discussion
group)

-Online devotionals Monday,
Wednesdays and Fridays via email
-Sunday school online group BLAST
-In person and online Sunday
morning worship at 10:30
We are a busy church and we
welcome your participation!
For information about any of our
programs contact the office at
945-9567

PAGE 5

NEWS FROM...

And MEMORY JOGGERS

Dear Friends,

Thanks to the wonderful staff, volunteers, and First United Methodist
Church family that provides space and support to My Friend’s Place; we
re-opened in April after several months of being closed related to Covid-19.
My Friend’s Place conducts their Annual Appeal during the month of
November. November is also National Alzheimer’s awareness Month.
This year is more important than ever to reach out and ask for your
support since we were closed for so many months and depend heavily on
program fees for financial stability. We are so fortunate to have fourteen
volunteers that are the backbone of our success. We have three part-time
staff that oversee the programs and manage all the administrative duties.
We are a small, “grass roots” program that plays such a big role in the
lives of our participants and their caregivers. Our goal is to stay open for all
of 2022!
At My Friend’s Place we continue to be thankful that we can serve
people that have Alzheimer’s and other memory loss issues. By providing
them a specialized day program, we are also giving much needed respite for
their caregivers, as well as reassurance to their extended families. Since
2001, one of our goals has been to make the program as affordable as
possible.
Just once a year we reach out with this appeal to ask for your support.
No donation is too small! We would be happy and grateful to receive
donations in honor or memory of someone who is special to you.
Thank you for considering a donation to My Friend’s Place.
JoAnn Gallant, Director, My Friend’s Place/Memory Joggers
Kerry Woodbury, Advisory Board Chairperson
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Prayer Requests and Joys at FUMC
JOYS
We are grateful for...

Pastor Steve & family
Judy’s mom

·

The gift of Christmas

Randy Chretien family

·

God given courage, strength to face
whatever life sends our way

·

Health and recovery from illness

·

Family & friends

·

God’s unconditional love

·

For all those who help, even when not
being asked

·

Our pastors and musicians

·

The support of our congregation

·

Our pets who give unconditional love

·

Saints, past and present who demonstrate God’s love to others

·

Food, clothing and a warm home the
necessities of life!

Lily
Sue C.

Prayer Requests

Peg S.
Brian I.
Sandra G.
Skip T.
Jan C.
Laurie S.
Glenda Mc
Suzanne W.

Mike St.O
Brenna T.
Richard H.
Page C & family
Sandra B.
Wayne G. Sr.
David S.
Marion G.

Miriam G
Family of Eunice D.
Bill C.
David H.
Dick H.
Charlotte W.

Donna & Beckett
Becky B.
Ken R.
Chuck P.
Patrick W.
The homeless & hungry
All those who have lost
loved ones due to the
pandemic

Jessie S.

Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the creator of the
ends of the earth. He doesn’t grow tired or weary. His understanding is beyond human
reach, giving power to the tired and reviving the exhausted. Youths will become tired and
weary, young men will certainly stumble; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength; they will fly up on wings like eagles; they will run and not be tired; they will walk
and not be weary.
Isaiah 40: 28-30 (Common English Bible)
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If you don’t find your name on the birthday calendar it is because the office doesn’t
have the information. If you would like to be included on the Birthday Calendar just
let the office know the month and day. (We don’t need the year unless you want to
share it! )
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Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols
December 24th at 8:00pm

TUESDAYS AT 1:00

New book by Timothy Keller:

" The First United Methodist Church
Library is open for all to enjoy. There are
many UMW books on timely, thought
provoking topics as well as many books of
fiction, spiritual growth, comfort, and self
and group study. The children's corner is
filled with great books for kids and there
are books for youth and women's interests.
Have a look at the books featured for the
season. In January look for the start of the
UMW and All Church Reading Program.
Come, Enjoy a good book!"

The Prodigal God, Recovering the
Heart of the Christian Faith

THURSDAYS AT 7 pm via Zoom
Beginning in early December:
Advent Study: “The Heart That Grew 3
Sizes: Finding Faith in the Story of the
Grinch.” by Matt Rawle
Books are $10.00. If you would like one
call or email the church office or let
Pastor Steve know.

Newsletter Deadline
Deadline for information
for the January
newsletter is December 14.
Information may be
submitted in written form,
via email or by phone.
The reason for the season...

Worship Schedule

Pathways to God 8:30
via Zoom
Traditional Worship Service:
10:30
On-line and in person
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