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      There is tremendous power in music.  Want an exam-
ple? How about this: 
On December 24th, 1914 Allied troops were immersed in a 
fierce, terribly deadly battle against German forces.  Both 
sides were entrenched, with no end to the horrible condi-
tions in sight.  Late that night after the clamor and noise 
of the fighting had stilled, under a moonlit night, Allied 
soldiers noticed the rising of a faint sound that seemed 
unbelievable, considering the circumstances.  What they 
heard was the hymn “Silent Night” being sung in German 
language (“Stille Nacht.”)   Amazed, when the German 
soldiers finished, the Allied soldiers then sang English 
version of the carol in return. 
     When dawn broke on that Christmas, something even 
more remarkable happened.  Unarmed German and Al-
lied soldiers tentatively emerged from their trenches, and 
cautiously crossed no-man’s land, the killing fields still 
littered with frozen corpses from both sides.  They crossed 
this field to shake hands and wish each other a Merry 
Christmas.  
     John Wesley spoke of “Means of Grace,” referring to 
vehicles or conduits used by God to bring God’s presence 
into our hearts and minds.  Such “Means of Grace” in-
clude the reading of scripture, prayer, fasting, the sacra-
ments, and fellowship.  Surely, I’m no John Wesley, but 
personally, I would add music to this list.  Surely, God 
touches us with the Holy Spirit through the gift of music.  
I believe the soldiers on that cold Christmas Eve in 1914 
would agree. 
     May our music shared this season touch and inspire 
you in special ways during these days of Advent and 
Christmas. 
Pastor Steve  
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All children and youth are welcome to join 
Sunday school each Sunday excepting the first 

Sunday of the month!  On the first Sunday, 
children will remain in the sanctuary with 

their families for communion. 

               There are classes for children from 
kindergarten to grade 8.  A nursery is also 

provided each Sunday for infants and                        
toddlers.  Come join the fun!  

                             

BEAN SUPPER                                                                   
March,  2023                     

4-6 pm 

And our…. 

Community Meal    
continues to serve drive 
up meals each Thursday 

from 4-6 pm 

FOOD CUPBOARD NEEDS  

 

 

    

Any non-perishable items are gratefully                              
accepted! But peanut butter & soup are  always in 

high demand! 

You are welcome to drop off donated food items at the 
back door  of the church on  Thursdays from 10-1:00 or 
on Sunday mornings.  

Also checks are gladly accepted and can be sent to:                                                                          
Ecumenical Food Cupboard                                                            

PO Box1106                                                                                  
28 High Street, Bangor, ME 04401                                                                                             

                                                                       United Women  in Faith                                                        
We welcome all women of the church to join us on Saturday, December 10 at 10 
am in person and via Zoom for a  time of fellowship,  prayer and sharing.  We 
will meet in person in the Family Room.  

If you are currently not on our email list and would like to be added to the  Zoom list 
please give the office a call at 945-9567 or send an email to: ba-
gorfirstumc@gmail.com   

Christmas Services 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve: 

Candlelight service at 8 pm in 
person and on line 

Christmas Day: 

10:30 am service in person and 
on line 



 

 The Community Meal  Take Out                                                      
Thursdays from 4-6                                                                                 

Drive up and pick up a delicious and nutritious meal!   

COMMUNITY MEAL 
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                                  GRATITUDE ATTITUDE…Ho, Ho, Ho….Hope                 
                                                                                                                                             
 Most of us call Christmas our favorite holiday.  Bright, colorful lights, trees trimmed 
with garlands and such, family and friends joining in at an open house or other get-togethers,  
candles aglow, mistletoe and holly decorate mantles as a warm fire burns in the fireplace.                  
People hustle and bustle about to find just the right gifts, and Santa’s deep voice can be heard 
giving a cheerful ”Ho, Ho, Ho” as he prepares to make his Christmas Eve deliveries.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
    One of the Christmas hymns in our hymnal, Sing We Now of Christmas, would most 
likely not be one that would immediately come to mind.  Although unfamiliar, the tune, like all 
the hustle and bustle of Christmas will soon stir your spirits!  Peppy and cheerful the hymn 
tells the entire Christmas story throughout its five verses. 
 
 In the first two verses the hymn tells of the newly born baby and the angels going to    
herald the news of the baby’s birth to the shepherds watching over their flocks.  The angels tell 
the shepherds to leave their flocks at rest and journey to Bethlehem to find the blessed child. 

 The third verse tells how the shepherds found the baby Jesus in a stable with his                     
parents Mary and Joseph seated by the manger watching the baby carefully.  

 The fourth and fifth verses tell us that the kings were guided by a star and came all the 
way from a far eastern country to bring valuable gifts of gold, and myrrh, to the baby.   

 The refrain wants us to sing noel, that is sing of the day of birth of a King. A fitting                       
request since one meaning of the word noel is day of birth. 

For us, the Christmas story never gets old.  Each time we hear it read from scripture or 
sing of it in Christmas hymns, it is awe inspiring. To think that in such a humble place, a child 
was born who would change the world forever.  

 I grew up in Hodgenville, Kentucky.  Most people don’t realize that this small place was 
the birthplace of President Abraham Lincoln.  He only lived there for the first three years of his 
life and his beginning was in a humble place… a log cabin, with cold February winds blowing 
through the chinks in the logs, a dirt floor underfoot, with one small window to let in light and 
one fireplace to provide heat.  God had plans for this man of humble beginnings, a simple man 
whose life would shape the history of our country forever.   

Regardless of your place of birth, be it regal or lowly, you are a child of God. The birth 
and death of Jesus assures us of God’s love and care and we know that he is always with us. 
The spirt that is Christmas needs to continue all year long so, as you remember his love for 
you, go out and spread far and wide the Ho, Ho, Ho...Hope that is Christmas!                                                                                                           



 

              And MEMORY JOGGERS 

NEWS FROM... 

          My Friend’s Place and Memory Joggers continue to be busy with lots of 
fun activities and programing.  Each week there is a theme with activities 
around the theme.  We sing, play games, listen to the music of special guests, 
paint, do arts and crafts, enjoy seasonal foods, and play chimes.  We are              
always busy and engaged and having a great time! 

          We are in need a few more volunteers so if you would like to find out more 
about this very important program and would like to shadow for a day on a             
Monday, Wednesday or Friday please give me a call at...945-0122. or speak with 
Skippy about setting up a time.  We are so grateful to the church for all your 
support and always welcome new volunteers!    

Lisa Jordon, Director         

******************************************************* 
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Our church has taken on the responsibility to provide a meal six times a year.  
We are looking to fill a couple more slots in January and November.  If you would 

be willing to provide a meal or would like more information, please contact the 
church office at 945-9567.

         LIBRARY NEWS  

The Church library is now officially a part of the             
Administrative Council.  The following people will 
serve as a library board:  Gary & Jane Shaffer,                  
Sharon & Tom Ridley, Marybeth Allen & Julie 
Brownie will serve as Chair.   

Watch for a survey soon asking about your reading 
preferences and any programs you might like the   
library to offer.   



 

JOYS  

We are grateful for... 

· The comfort of a warm home 

· God given courage & strength to face 
whatever life sends our way  

· Health and recovery from illness  

· Family & friends  

· God’s unconditional love  

· For all those who help, even when not 
being asked  

· Our pastors, musicians & Sunday 
school leaders  

· Opportunities to learn and grow our 
faith 

· The support of our  congregation  

· Our pets who give unconditional love  

· Food, clothing and a home... the                         
necessities of life! 

· For those who work for peace 

Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the creator of the 
ends of the earth.  He doesn’t grow tired or weary.  His understanding is beyond human 
reach, giving power to the tired and reviving the exhausted.  Youths will become tired and 
weary, young men will certainly stumble; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their 
strength; they will fly up on wings like eagles; they will run and not be tired; they will walk 
and not be weary.                                                Isaiah 40: 28-30 (Common English Bible) 

Into your hands Heavenly Father we entrust these 
people who are in need of your healing touch,  
knowledge of your presence, and your comfort. 

Sustain them in good days and bad.  Help them to 
feel your loving presence with them during every 
difficulty, for you are always there ahead of any 
circumstance. 

Watch over all those who are in need.  Help them 
to feel that you are always near them and know 
that all they need do is look to YOU for comfort 
and for strength. 

In Your loving name we pray.  Amen 

Family of Dottie W.  

Family of Shirley G.  

Phyllis R.  

Wayne G.-H 

Wayne G., Sr.  

Randy S.   

Ralph C.  

Family of Bishara K.   

Cindy Sayles  

Mary Jane T.  

Skip T. 

Suzanne W. 

Nephew of Rachel W.  

Katherine L.  

Page C.‘s cousin  

Family of Sandra B. 

David S.  

Marion G.           

Jessie S.                                            

Annie D.  

Violet  

Tuhan K. & Laura 

David H.  

Family of Sharon Y.  

Marion G. 

Bonnie K.   

Kyle (Bill M’s family) 

Darlene  

Charlotte W.  

Donna & Beckett  

Mark W.  

Family of Margaret E.  

Becky B.  

Patrick W.  

Susan L.  

Kelly S.  

The homeless & hungry 

All those who have lost 
loved ones due to the 
pandemic  

The people of Ukraine  

For the victims of fires, 
floods , and recent hurri-

Prayer Requests  
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Prayer Requests and Joys at  FUMC  



 

 

 

      
       HAPPY                                 BIRTHDAY 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

  

  

  

1 

Nancy Isaacs 

Dianne Moody 

2 

Cynthia                
Commeau  

3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

Jaddah Swett  

7 

 

8 

Ben Commeau  

9 

Glenda                
McNally  

10 

Jeff Fister  

11 

 

12 

Bill                          
Lagerstrom  

13 

 

14 

 

15 

David Pelkey 

Matt Nye  

16 17 

18 

Robert                 
Worcester  

19  20 

Annie Dudley 

21 

David Swett 

Hillson Beal  

Joe Haskins 

22 

Jackie Tapley  

23 

 

24 

Bill Mason  

Ane Roberts  

25 

Jane Weston  

26 

 

27 

 

 

28 

Jessica Gallant 

Glenn Mower  

Michael Downs  

 

29 30 31 

Sue Edwards 
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If you don’t find your name on the birthday calendar it is because the office doesn’t 
have the information.  If you would like to be included on the Birthday Calendar just 
let the office know the month and day.  (We don’t need the year unless you want to 
share it! )  

Happy Birthday 
to you! God 

Bless you and 
keep you the 
whole year 
through! 



 

Deadline for information  
for the January               

newsletter is December 20                                                                                     

Information may be                               
submitted in written form, 

via email, or by phone.   

 
Pathways to God  8:30                         

via Zoom  
 Traditional Worship Service:        
        10:30                                             
 On-line and in person  

   

                                                    Newsletter Deadline                        Worship Schedule 
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Celebrate the wonder of Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAYS AT 1:00                                           
Join us for a time of study and fellowship.  

We meet in the Family Room.  Advent study:  
Hidden Christmas  

 

 

 

The cold winds of winter will soon keep us               
inside and it’s a perfect time to curl up with a 

good book. Check out the UMF                        
bookshelf for faith building selections and our 

new and featured books from the regular 
shelves.  There is something for everyone!  

Grow Your Faith at FUMC:  

*Tuesday Bible Study meets at the 
church at 1:00 & Thursday at 7 via Zoom 

*8:30 Sunday Spirituals (discussion 
group) 

*On-In person and online Sunday          
morning worship at 10:30 with               

Sunday school  

*On line devotionals Monday, Wednes-
days and Fridays via email 

*Join one of our women's faith and fel-
lowships groups:   United Women of 

Faith, Piburn Circle 

*Join the Fellowship Choir or come and 
play a handbell 

*Get involved in mission by                    
helping with our Community Meal on 
Thursdays... with our Bean Suppers 

throughout the year...or volunteer at My 
Friend’s Place 

*Visit our library and check out a book 
for enjoyment, information or to  grow 

your faith. 

*Volunteer to serve on a church                           
committee 

We are a busy church and there are lots 
of ways to grow! For information about 

any of our programs contact the office at     
945-9567 

         

 

    

                                                          
Fellowship & Study  

THURSDAYS AT 7 pm via Zoom  New study:  
The Angels of Christmas                                                              
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

  1 Office open  
7:30-9:30  

Community 
meal  4-6 

Study at 7 via 
Zoom  

2 3                                      
AA at 11:00 

 

4 

8:30 Pathways  

Worship in church 
or at 10:30 or on      

Facebook live 

 

5 

Office open   
7:30-10:30 

DKG 4:30  

6 

   Office open  
7:30-12                           

Craft group 
9:30-noon  

Bible/book 
study at 1:00  

7 

Office open  
7:30-10:00 

                  

 

8 

Office open  
7:30-9:30  

Community 
meal  4-6 

Study at 7 

9 

Office closed  

 

10 

  AA at 11:00 

UWF 10:00 in 
person & via 

Zoom  

 

11 

  8:30 Pathways  

Worship in church 
or at 10:30 or on      

Facebook live 

Sunday school 

12 

Office open   
7:30-10:30 

 

13 

Office open 
7:30-12                                  

 Craft group  

9:30-noon  

Bible/book 
study at 1:00 

 

14 

Office open                     
7:30-12                          

              

 

15   Office 
open 7:30-
10:30                  
Community 
meal  4-6                     

Piburn at 1  

EAAA Food 
distribution at 
3pm                        

16 

Office closed  

17 

  AA at 11:00 

  

18 

8:30 Pathways                              

Worship in church 
or at 10:30 or on    

Facebook live    

Sunday school 

19 

Office open  
7:30-10:30 

 

20   Office 
open  7:30-12                                      

Craft group 
9:30-noon  

Bible/book 
study at 1:00    

Ad Council via 
Zoom at 7 pm   

21 

Office open                                   
7:30-12 

 

 

   

 22   

 Office open 
7:30-10:30                   

Community 
meal  4-6                     

23 

Office closed  

 

 

      

24 

AA at 11:00 

Christmas 
Eve service 

8:00 pm   

 

25 

8:30 Pathways          

Worship in church 
or at 10:30 or on                

Facebook live  

Sunday school 

Merry Christmas! 

26 

Office open                    
7:30-10:30 

 

27 

Office open       
7:30-12         

Craft group 
9:30-noon  

Bible/book 
study at 1:00   

28 

Office open                                   
7:30-12 

 

 

 

29 

Office open 
7:30-10:30                   

Community 
meal  4-6                     

30 

Office closed  

31 

2022 


