Bangor First United Methodist Church
703 Essex Street , Bangor Maine

Cross

Talk
AUGUST 2020

For Information...
Phone: 207-945-9567
Email:
bangorfirstumc@gmail.com
Website:
www.fumcbangor.org
(Sermon podcasts available)
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/Bangor
First
Included in this
issue….
Upcoming Events

2-3

Yard Sale

2

Focus on Our Family

3

Community meal

4

Gratitude

4

Food cupboard

5

My Friend’s Place

5

Prayer requests

6

Joys

6

Birthdays

7

Worship assistants

8

Calendar

9

The United
Methodist
Church
OPEN MINDS
OPEN HEARTS
OPEN DOORS

A note from our Pastor…..I’m thinking over the past weeks of
summer many of us got together with friends and family on
occasion, either in-person or via internet technology. Judy
and I gathered recently with her family at her brother
Tony’s house on Pushaw Lake, which is a common meeting
place for family functions. There were a fair number of
people enjoying the fine weather and each other’s company
(following social distancing rules, of course!) with ages ranging from 1 to 80. While we all live within the Orono-Old
Town area, we are not able to gather very often during the
year since we are all so busy; usually our gatherings are limited to holidays.
As I was sitting on Tony’s back deck observing the
festivities, I was struck by the fact that despite our differences in ages, jobs, educational backgrounds, number of
kids, those who preferred hot dogs to hamburgers, etc.,
there was obviously one thing that we all had in common: we
are all related-we are all part of one big (sometimes noisy!)
family. I must say that whenever we are on our way home
from such a family get-together, I feel strengthened knowing
that I am part of that family. I know that whatever I am going through, I’ve got these people “on my side” and that they
genuinely care about me.
I believe the same can be said about belonging to our
church family at Bangor First UMC. As we come together on
Sunday mornings and on other occasions whether online or
in-person, I am reminded that just like my “kin-folk,” in
many ways we are different from each other. Some are
retired while some are working at various jobs, we come
from different places, we are of different ages, we have different interests and abilities along with other characteristics
which make us different from each other. Yet despite our
differences, we have one important thing in common: we all
belong to the same church family! I am blessed by
witnessing and hearing of many examples of caring for each
other as family members, and I am strengthened and encouraged by knowing I am part of this family-particularly
during the “strange days” of this pandemic.
The love and concern we have for each other is a gift
from God; let us be sure to share it with each other and with
those outside of our church community.
~Sharing Scripture~
“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same
attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one
mind and one voice you may glorify God.” (Romans 15:5-6))
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This ‘N That...

FUMC

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21, 9:00 am-5pm
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 9:00 am-2:00 pm

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
In order to assure our yard sale will be fruitful in helping to sustain church
ministries, we need some “people power!”
It is important that we have some volunteers to help sort merchandise
and/or transport tables, since this year our yard sale will take place entirely outside (on our church yard.)
We would really appreciate volunteers to help with transporting and carrying items and tables on Thursday, August 20th beginning at 8am. Feel
free to volunteer for just part of the day if you are willing and available.
Then during the yard sale on Friday the 21st (9am to 5pm) and Saturday
the 22nd (9am to 2pm) volunteers are needed to help with customers during the sale and packing-up.
It is important that we know who is willing to help ahead of these dates, so
please contact Judy Hastings as soon as possible at 942-5751.

Also needed….
-Canopies, tarps, tables and large patio type umbrella and a tent or tent camper.
-Donations can be dropped off Tuesday (8-10), Wednesday (8-10 or 1-2), Thursday (8-10 or 1-3).
-If you are not able to drop items off during the above times please call Judy at 942-5751 to
arrange a drop off time.
- If you need larger items picked up give the office a call at 945-9567.
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This ‘N That...
Focus on Our Church Family
Geoff Dapice
Geoff Dapice is a busy guy! As chair of the Finance Committee, he works with the church treasurer to insure that bills are paid,
sees that a budget is set each year, and makes other financial
decisions that are important to the functioning of our church. This,
alone is a full-time job. In addition to this, Geoff also serves on the
Intentional Discipleship Team. This group is working to find new
ways to support our congregation on our individual faith journeys.
He also is the computer “guru” for our church keeping the computers in our offices and in the sanctuary up and running. He is invaluable in that job for the office in particular. There would be many
days we would have ceased to function were it not for his computer
skills and his ability to troubleshoot a mirid of problems that have
plagued our church Administrator! Thanks Geoff for your
dedication and love for our church. We are blessed to have you
here!
Lonna Seguin
Keeping track of your own personal banking accounts can be
quite a daunting task at times. Imagine the responsibility of having
to do that for our church! Lonna works hard to insure that our bills
are current and that things are recorded in a timely manner. She is
great at what she does! Lonna has been a life-long Methodist and
has been especially active in the United Methodist Women (UMW)
serving at the local, state and district levels. Lonna’s heritage as a
Methodist is vast and she can address almost any question you
might have about UMW or about our conference. Thanks Lonna for
all you do to keep our church bills paid and our financial records in
order. Thanks also for your lifelong dedication to the UMW! You
are an important resource and we appreciate all you do for all of us!
God Bless!

On Line and On
Site Services….

Sundays at 10:30
via Facebook live
or in the church
sanctuary

BIBLE STUDY
DEVOTIONAL GROUP

Wednesday evenings
from 7-8 on Zoon
For information on
how to connect to Zoom
contact Pastor Steve at
866-2144

“Feeling gratitude and
not expressing it is like
wrapping a present and
not giving it.”
William Arthur Ward

Current Office Hours
Tuesday & Wednesday
8-12
Thursday 8-10:30
While we are still
officially closed for
meetings, etc. you can
give us a call to drop off
yard sale items, contact
the pastor, or for
information.

QR code for smart
phones that will
take you directly
to the FUMC
electronic donation
page.
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COMMUNITY MEALS FOR AUGUST
AUGUST MEALS
The Community Meal is closed
until further notice.

AUGUST NEEDS
Once we return to serving meals we
will need three folks to pick up the food
at the Good Shepherd Food Bank on a
monthly basis. Watch for announcements regarding need.

GRATITUDE ATTITUDE...
Ahhh…..the lazy, hazy days of summer…. here in our
beautiful state of Maine. We are so fortunate to live in a
state that offers such a diversity of things to do outdoors.
We can camp in the mountains, hike the trails or visit the
beach and gather shells or search for sea glass. We can navigate the ocean waves in a sail
boat, or kayak or canoe around a lake. We can visit towns along the coast and pop into all
sorts of interesting shops. We can bike, stay at our own summer camp, tent in the woods, hop
on our motorcycle and see the sights, or sit on our back deck and delve into the latest summer
‘must read’. What wonderful ways to spend the warm, sunny summer days here in Maine!
When we think of summer we think of travel and family gatherings….Picnics and
cookouts, having fun with our friends and hosting gatherings. With the on-slot of COVID-19,
our usual summer fun and many of our summer activities have been altered. Some of us have
enjoyed the time at home which has allowed us time to complete much needed projects. Others
have found this time restrictive, isolating and frustrating and have found being sequestered
difficult. Some of us have found it especially difficult not being able to hug someone who is
grieving or visit a sick friend in the hospital. However you have been feeling, you have most
likely come to realize that we are in a time of a “new normal” and many of us wonder and fret
about what lies ahead.
While we are grateful for the season of summer and all the pleasure it affords, we also
must observe the “rules” of the pandemic. We must be diligent in our own personal care while
respecting the rights of others in order to keep everyone safe.
We are not promised that everyday of our lives will be easy. It is good however to
remember that the bad times do pass….eventually and that during the rough patches we are
never alone. Our successful passing through this rough time is dependent in large part on each
of us being good neighbors and thinking of others. That is what we do even in the better
times….right?
So enjoy your summer! Winter will be here before we know it! Be thankful that we live
in a state that affords us a wide variety of places to visit and things to do! Say a prayer for the
safety of others and do what you can to keep yourself and others safe. Be thankful for the
warm days, the sunny weather and the rain that keeps things growing. Be thankful for those
who are working to grow crops to help provide food for us now and during the winter. Be
thankful for those who work to keep us safe and to make sure we have access to things we
need. And be thankful that we have our loving Father who provides for us and looks after it
all! Be sure to wear your sunscreen, keep a hat handy to ward off too much sun and of course
keep your mask handy. If we all do our part the upcoming seasons of fall, winter and spring
will hopefully bring a successful outcome to this horrific pandemic!
MCS
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NEWS FROM…..

And

MEMORY
JOGGERS

August themes for My Friend’s Place and Memory Joggers are, Horsing Around,
Lighthouses, Toys, Tutti Frutti, Rocks and Minerals, and Boating.
We have been successful in opening our program back up thanks to our dedicated
volunteers!
We will be closed the week of August 17. Yard sale week!
Please keep our folks in your prayers.
Blessings,
Dottie England, Director

FOOD CUPBOARD NEEDS
FOR THIS MONTH
Canned fruit
Peanut butter
Canned meat
Hamburger Helper or Rice-a-Roni
Toilet paper
Or whatever you can donate!

You are welcome to drop off donated food
items at the back door of the church on
Thursdays form 10-1:00 or on Sunday
mornings. The food will be collected and
dropped off at the Food Cupboard which is
experiencing huge demands. Also
checks are gladly accepted and can be sent
to:
Ecumenical Food Cupboard
PO Box1106
28 High Street, Bangor, ME 04401
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Prayer Requests and Joys at Bangor FUMC
Prayer Requests
•

Birthdays

•

Graduations

•

Health

•

John Haskell who brings us wonderful music each week

•

For Wayne who has been keeping
the church extra clean!

Dale (Son-in-law of
Darlene S.)

•

Sunshine and warmer temperatures

Great granddaughter of
Don G.

•

Weekly devotionals from our pastor

•

The wonderful services via Facebook Live on Sunday mornings and
for the in-person opportunity

Pastor Steve and all
who are serving

•

For the Calling Connection team
who phone our members each week

The homeless & hungry

•

Our church family

Mary Jane T.

Chris (Son of Nancy)

Cris, son of Nancy H.

Diane M.

Karen C.

Marty & family (sister
of Linda T.)

Sandra B.

Wayne Griffeth, Sr.
Dorothy & Henry S.
Peg & David S.
Philip F.
Bill P.
Bob & Jackie L.
Matthew M.
Family of Dick V.
Marion G.

Ron P. (uncle of Ann)

Janice & Joe, friends of
Jeff & Jill

Alex

For rental property
problems

Geneva I.

Small business owners

Mariam G

All those who have lost
loved ones

Jessie S.
Eliana B.
Jean H.
David H.
Sylvia W.

Gary S. family

JOYS

Health Care Workers
Food store workers
Essential Services
workers
For rain to our very dry
areas

Into your hands Heavenly Father we entrust these
people who are in need of your healing touch, the
knowledge of your presence, and your comfort.
Sustain them in good days and bad. Help them to
feel your loving presence with them during every
difficulty, for you are always there ahead of any
circumstance.
Watch over all those who are in need. Help them
to feel that you are always near them and know
that all they need do is look to YOU for comfort
and for strength.

In Your loving name we pray. Amen

Darlene S.

Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the creator of the
ends of the earth. He doesn’t grow tired or weary. His understanding is beyond human
reach, giving power to the tired and reviving the exhausted. Youths will become tired and
weary, young men will certainly stumble; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength; they will fly up on wings like eagles; they will run and not be tired; they will walk
and not be weary.
Isaiah 40: 28-30 (Common English Bible)
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AUGUST, 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Happy Birthday
To you .. Happy
Birthday To
you .. God Bless
you and keep
you the whole
year through!

2

3

4

5

6

7

Heather Haskins

Hannah &
Rebekah
Friedman

Dominic Swett

13

14

Jeremy Clark

9

Sat

10

11

Parker Dorr

12

Jill Smith

8

15
Jacob Weston

Marcia
Biggane
Barbara Fister
Sadie
Harrington

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Geoff Dapice

Peter Burke

24

25

26

27

28

29

Barbara Davis

Lonna Seguin

Carol Forrest

Polly Goding

Linda Morris
Jen Chaloult
Ray Knott

23

Barbara Warner

30

Marion
Galligan

31

If you don’t find your name on the birthday calendar it is because the office doesn’t have the
information. If you would like to be included on the Birthday Calendar just let the office
know the month and day. (We don’t need the year unless you want to share it! )
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Worship Assistants for August, 2020
***If you are unable to cover the date for which you are scheduled please arrange for a
substitute or call the person who contacted you or give the office a call.
Readers
To Be announced

Trustees
Trustees

Media &Media
Sound Techs

To Be announced

3

3

Geoff Dapice

10

10

Wayne Griffeth-Hurst

17

17

Sound

24

24

Jim Burkhart

31

31

Dale Brownie

Greeters for the 10:30 am Traditional Worship
Sanctuary Door
To Be announced

Essex Street Door

Back Door

To Be announced

To Be announced

3

3

3

10

10

10

17

17

17

24

24

24

31

31

31

Newsletter Deadline
Deadline for information
for the September
newsletter is August 17th.
Information may be
submitted in written form,
via email or by phone.

Worship Schedule

Pathways to God 8:30
Traditional Worship Service:
10:30
Christian Ed for children at
10:45 (2nd-4th Sundays)
through September-June ...
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FUMC CALENDAR

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Worship in
church at
10:30 or on
Facebook live

Devotional
from Pastor
Steve

Office open

Office open
8-12

Office open
8-10:30

Email
devotional
from Pastor
Steve

9

10

11

12

13

14

Worship in
church at
10:30 or on
Facebook live

Email
devotional
from Pastor
Steve

Office open

Office open
8-12

Office open
8-10:30

Email
devotional
from Pastor
Steve

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Worship in
church at
10:30 or on
Facebook live

Email
devotional
from Pastor
Steve

Office open

Office open

Office open

8-12

8-12

8-10:30

YARD
SALE

YARD
SALE

9-5

9-2

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Worship in
church at
10:30 or on
Facebook live

Email
devotional
from Pastor
Steve

Office open

Office open

Office open

8-12

8-12

8-10:30

Email
devotional
from Pastor
Steve

Email

30

31

Worship in
church at
10:30 or on
Facebook live

Email
devotional
from Pastor
Steve

8-12

8-12

Devotional &

Devotional &
Bible study

Devotional &
Bible study

Devotional &
Bible study

8

15

