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About “Roll Down Justice” 
“Roll Down Justice” is an exploration of our calling to proclaim God’s love 
for all people by committing to actions of social justice in our communities. 
Based on Mark A. Miller’s songbook Roll Down Justice: Sacred Songs and 
Social Justice, this series encourages us to remember our baptism as 
followers of Christ, called to join together in the work of addressing justice 
issues in our communities. 

The imagery in this series focuses on both figurative visual metaphors for 
justice and unity and literal examples of social movements throughout 
history that echo the vision of Jesus’ life and ministry. We have gathered 
several suggestions for communicating a message of hope and the 
necessity for change during this reflective season of Lent. 

These suggestions are to help you proclaim the message through visual 
tangible arts as well as media arts. If you are seeing this document without 
the rest of the resources, the scripts for this series can be purchased HERE 
(or are free to Worship Design Studio members). 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Anchor Image: Waterfalls 
One good way to add continuity to your worship series and to establish a 
sense of returning familiarity each week is to feature a prominent visual 
theme that recurs throughout the duration of the series. The anchor image 
for this series is waterfalls. In this context, waterfalls represent the waters 
of our baptism: ever-flowing, never ceasing streams of holy water. 
Waterfalls also represent justice flowing down into the places where justice 
is needed, a mighty river that refreshes and restores us to God’s love for all 
people. 

You can incorporate waterfalls in a variety of ways into your worship 
settings through projected images, original artworks, or even an installation. 
During the offering portion of each worship service in this series, we are 
inviting you to engage the congregation in a ritual action—to contribute to 
the waters of justice each week by writing words on strips of cloth that will 
be added to a fabric “waterfall.” The strips of blue cloth are added by the 
visual arts team each week to in a growing visual installation of a fabric 
“waterfall” that is either hanging on a wall or suspended from the ceiling if 
possible (you have to add to it every week so it is important for it to be 
somewhat easily accessible). 

The photos on the next page show an easy way to tie the strips together 
hanging from a dowel or string. Each week add another layer (we are 
thinking underneath the first one) with a dowel hanging at a lower level so 
the waterfall gets longer each week. Use various colors and patterns of 
blues to get a textured look.  

The photo of the fabric strip “necklace” on the next page spurs ideas for a 
how this could be adapted for stoles and other creative ways to adorn 
leaders/readers and musicians. 
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We tried writing on strips of cloth with various kinds of pens. If you do not 
have upholstered pews or chairs to worry about, you could use fine point 
Sharpies. We also tried regular ink pens (safer) that worked, although the 
writing will be thin. The point of the ritual action is the actual writing on the 
fabric, not being able to see the words from a distance so pens that result 
in a finer print would be OK. When we tried watercolor markers, they 
soaked through the fabric so you would want to make sure there is a buffer 
or a blotter layer to catch any bleed-through. You could also experiment 
with washable markers which may work the best and are the least 
expensive (try here or here). Fabric pens, of course, would be ideal but 
they can be more expensive (here’s a good example). 

And if you do have a problem with unwanted ink in upholstery, we 
understand blotting with rubbing alcohol is the solution!  
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You can also have more permanent visual art installations besides the 
fabric one that changes each week. We like the idea of a macrame 
“waterfall” like the images here, with lots of layers in blues and greens 
featured in a prominent area of the worship space. See more ideas about 
how to make something like this on our Pinterest board for this series. 

For more inspiration, view our collection of 
waterfalls photos at www.unsplash.com. 

© www.worshipdesignstudio.com �7

http://www.pinterest.com/worshipstudio/roll-down-justice
https://unsplash.com/collections/458118/waterfalls
http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com


Baptismal Font 
Baptism is a central theme in this series. We are called to remember how 
our new life in Christ demands a deep commitment to proclaiming God’s 
love through our daily actions and attitudes. One good way to reinforce the 
baptism theme is to create a standing baptismal font that remains in your 
space like an installation throughout the worship series. 

Here are some images to ignite your imagination: 
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If you have a Home 
Goods (the best!), Ikea, 
or Pier One Imports store 
nearby, search for a 
unique glass bowl that 
would be a wonderful 
feature baptismal bowl for 
this series. You can even 
set it on top of your 
existing baptismal stand. 
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Bowls and 

Floating 

Candles 
Another way to add continuity to 
your visuals is to use water bowls 
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with floating candles in your space as well as for small groups and each 
individual family/individual unit. Each small group could have a glass bowl 
with a trio of floating candles that could be lit at the beginning of their time 
together. This would tie the small group study in with the worship in a visual 
way. We’ve then incorporated a chance for each small group to eventually 
bring that bowl of water to the Palm Sunday service at the end of their 6 
weeks together. 

Additionally, you could make an invitation for each family or individual to 
create this at home and keep in a prominent place in their house for the 
duration of Lent. It could be lit each day during a time of devotional 
meditation. All you have to do is give them a floating candle in the first 
service and tell them to put it in a bowl they have at home. 

See the section on the Holy Week 
Pilgrimage for more on the use of these 
bowls and floating candles. Here is a 
good source we found for purchasing 
them online. 
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Holy Week Pilgrimage 
For Holy Week, we have created an interactive pilgrimage experience with 
the metaphoric motif of the four classical elements: earth, air, fire, and 
water. Earth is the thematic undertone of Maundy Thursday as Jesus 
shares one last meal with his Disciples. Air is the element of Good Friday 
as Jesus spends his final hours of breath on the cross. Fire is in the 
experience of light coming back into the world at Jesus’ resurrection. 
Finally, water of course helps us remember our baptism as resurrected 
people with Jesus. Here are some visual ideas for each one: 

Earth: You will see that we start with a Maundy Thursday-type gathering 
around food. You can invite people to bring canned goods to be donated to 
a shelter or food bank and create a prominent place for these to be 
displayed as people bring them in. The setting of the tables for the meal 
happens during the Genesis reading and tablecloths of earth-tones would 
be good for this. You’ll need to get big platters or trays to help facilitate the 
bringing out of food in a 
timely manner during the 
reading. Here are a few 
photos from the way St. 
Gregory of Nyssa church 
in San Francisco sets 
their space for the meal 
(they even do some on 
the floor picnic-style). 
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Air: The pilgrimage goes outside or to a narthex area for the Good Friday 
remembrance. Construct a cross that can stand on its own and adorn it 
with some of the blue strips of cloth that you’ve been using in the sanctuary 
throughout Lent. Uplighting it with a floodlight will create a dramatic effect. 
The blue strips hanging from the cross may help give a sense of air 
movement (especially if it is windy and you are outside!). 

Fire: As we move into the Easter Vigil portion of the pilgrimage, if you are 
outside, you can do a traditional vigil bonfire near the cross in any 
receptacle that is safe. This is the fire that you will light the Paschal candle 
from.  
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One idea we especially like for bringing all the “elements” together on 
Easter Sunday is to have a glass fire pit like the one pictured below: 

You can find fire glass online, and there are also ways to build your own fire 
pit to do this outside if you are feeling ambitious! 

When the pilgrimage goes into the sanctuary for the baptismal renewal, 
incorporate lots of places around the sanctuary where you can have glass 
bowls and floating candles. If you have a center aisle, we imagine make a 
“lighted cross” by placing several stands with bowls/candles up the center 
aisle, all the way across just in front of the chancel and up the center of the 
chancel. Can you imagine coming into a darkened sanctuary with just these 
candle stations in the form of a cross?! You’ll want to be sure that the 
stands holding the bowls are small enough to allow safe movement around 
them, of course! 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Thanks to WDS member, Becca Girrell, for these examples of prayer 
stations utilizing glass bowls and floating candles! 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A fun thing to experiment with for that night 
is the fact that tonic water actually will glow 
when lit by backlights. Add tonic water to 
the regular water in a clear glass bowl, then 
light beneath with a blacklight. Here is an 
example of blacklights on tonic water. 

You can most likely find blacklight bulbs at 
your local hardware store. There are also 
some options online to choose from. 

If you have been using a big, beautiful, unique baptismal bowl for this 
series, you might want to play with putting a floodlight under it this night. 
This makes touching the water so special because it casts moving light and 
shadows on the ceiling. Experiment with it! One time we even hung a bowl 

from the ceiling! 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Media Projection Ideas 

We’ve collected several suggestions for Media Arts for this series, many of 
which are “ready-made” for you to work with, such as loops, worship 
videos, and historical photos of peaceful protests to emphasize your 
message on Palm Sunday. You will see these suggestions on the following 
pages, but first we want to take a moment to encourage you to create your 
own original content for this series! Here are a couple of suggestions for 
some projects for your media folks to work on: 

Baptismal Font Loop 

Film a video closeup of water being poured from a pitcher into your 
baptismal font. Many programs will let you “slo-mo” the playback, so you 
won’t need to do much video editing. Use this video as a backdrop to the 
opening prayer (the three line prayer in the threshold moment) on your 
screens every week. 

Photo Montage 

Create a photo montage to go with the LaTrelle Miller Easterling prayer/
poems for each week. Instead of keeping with a literal interpretation, don’t 
try to match the images to the lines too much but figure out what the main 
message is and what images can serve as a symbol for that (such as 
pictures of people helping each other for Lent 1). Be sure to keep any 
images of people diverse and inclusive in keeping with the theme of this 
series. See our list of places to find free creative commons photos on page 
30. 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Protests for Peace 
We are not alone in the struggle for justice. Throughout history, humans 
have stood up for what is right through peaceful protest and revolutionary 
calls to action. During this Lenten series, we reflect on past efforts to bring 
change to our communities and world and raise our own voices to echo the 
cries for justice. Here are just a few examples you could use in worship to 
highlight protests for justice. References to these photos are included on 
the last page of this document. 

Mohandas Gandhi leading the Salt March protest of 1930, the catalyst event for 
the Indian independence movement. 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Right: Rosa Parks, the brave woman who 
refused to move to the back of the bus 
during the 1950s’ American civil rights 
movement. 

Below: Martin Luther King, Jr., activist and 
leader who advocated for nonviolent civil 
disobedience in the civil rights movement. 

Bottom right: The August 28, 1963 March 
on Washington for social and labor 
reforms for African Americans. 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Top: The unknown rebel in Tiananmen Square who stood down a long 
procession of tanks and artillery in the Beijing protests of 1989. 

Bottom: Christians protecting their Muslim fellow protestors during the 2011 
Egyptian Revolution in Tahrir Square. The Muslims returned protection for the 
Christians on Sunday. 
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Top: An iconic moment that captures the Buddhist crisis of Southern Vietnam in 
1963: Thích Quāng Dúc lighting himself ablaze in protest of the government’s 
persecution of Buddhists under Ngô Dình Diêm. 

Bottom: Shot of the heavily graffiti’d Berlin Wall in Germany on November 16, 
1989. 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Top: Tear gas in use during the 2014 riots protests following the shooting of 
Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri. 

Bottom: Lakota main chains himself in protest to the construction equipment 
being used to dig the Dakota Access Pipeline on Standing Rock reservation, 
North Dakota. 2016. 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Photos taken in the 
aftermath of the 2013 
Syrian refugee crisis 
(see end credits for 
attributions and 
descriptions). 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Photos taken at Black Lives Matter rallies in 2016, protesting police brutality. 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Top: Investigation of the 2016 Dallas, Texas police shooting. 

Bottom: Memorial service following the Dallas police shooting. 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Memorials created following the 2016 Pulse massacre in Orlando, Florida. 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Visual Liturgies 
Our friends at www.theworkofthepeople.com have put together some truly 
amazing “visual liturgies” for worship that focus on themes of water and 
baptism. Here is a list of some of our favorites for this series: 

http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/baptize-in-his-name-loop 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/river-baptism-loop 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/black-and-white-icy-river-loop 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/black-and-white-old-river-baptism-loop 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/black-and-white-waterfall-loop-2 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/blurry-rainy-night-loop 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/heavy-rain-effect-loop 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/hebrews-11-loop-1 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/city-rain-loop 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/children-of-god-loop 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/genesis-9-loop 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/he-is-risen-loop-3 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/isaiah-42-loop 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/slow-motion-waterfall-loop 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/rain-on-rocks-loop 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/slow-motion-rapids-loop 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/slow-motion-water-loop 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And here are some other videos that focus on messages of hope and 
justice. These could be used as supplements in small groups. 

http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/tecate-mexico-interviews 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/the-hand-that-steadies-the-plate 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/abolishing-wealth-and-poverty 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/becoming-the-poor 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/equality-loop 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/the-church-and-racism 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/known-and-loved 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/uncatergorizable 
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/equality 
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Finding Images for Worship 
Finding high-quality stock photos and projection media for worship (that 
doesn’t cost a fortune!) can be difficult. Down below, we’ve listed some of 
our favorite sites for searching for Creative Commons License photos that 
are free to use, and sometimes don’t even require attribution! 

www.morguefile.com 
www.unsplash.com 

www.compfight.com - make sure 
you filter by “Creative Commons 

License” 

photopin.com 
pixabay.com 
pexels.com 

picnoi.com - for stock photos 
of people of color 

View our collection of waterfall images on Unsplash.  

The photos we found to capture peace and justice movements throughout 
history were all searched for individually. A great source for historical 
photos of major national events is the Wikimedia Commons site. Make sure 
to acquire the proper licensure before using any photos in worship. 

We provide training for all the worship arts in the Worship Design Studio. 
If you are not yet a year-long subscriber, go to: 

www.worshipdesignstudio.com/wdshome 

We look forward to seeing you in the Studio! 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Thanks for being part of  

the Worship Design Studio! 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(9613483141) by Russell Watkins/Department for International Development via CC 
BY 2.0. 

• (p. 24) Refugees from Syria to Sweden 03 by Frankie Fouganthin via CC BY-SA 4.0. 
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Herman Plaza, San Francisco. by Pax Ahimsa Gethen via CC BY-SA 4.0. 
• (p. 25) A rally attendee stands in a crowd with fist raised in the air at Justin Herman 
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• (p. 25) Marchers head to San Francisco City Hall during a rally and march against 

police violence. by Pax Ahimsa Gethen via CC BY-SA 4.0. 
• (p. 26) Dallas shooting investigation VOA by By Gessel Tobias, VOA [Public domain], 

via Wikimedia Commons. 
• (p. 26) 2016 Dallas police shooting memorial service by By The White House 

(facebook (s)) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons. 
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